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     We are often taught 

that our actions will speak 

louder than our words.  

Meet Lucy; a dear friend to 

Hope For The Future and 

Pastor Diane. 

     Lucy began her walk 

with the Lord several years 

ago while attending Love & 

Mercy Fellowship in Bay 

Shore, NY with her brother 

and his family.  Since Love 

& Mercy and HFTF are 

closely networked, Lucy 

became interested in 

Hope’s mission. Although 

Lucy deals with limitations 

due to a workplace       

accident several years  

earlier, she started to 

come regularly to the  

warehouse and often    

volunteered in whatever 

capacity she could.  It  

wasn’t long before a deep 

and caring friendship 

emerged between Lucy 

and Pastor Diane.  If you 

ask, Pastor Diane will refer 

to Lucy as a friend of the 

ministry and her “Little 

Buddy”. 

     In late April 2007,    

Pastor Diane approached 

a young woman named 

Debbie who’s eyes were 

fixed upon the activity  

surrounding that evening’s 

outreach  on the lower 

east side.  Debbie asked 

the Pastor if she could join 

them in what they were 

“The Gift That Keeps On Giving”           
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doing and naturally Pastor 

welcomed her with open 

arms. Debbie quickly be-

came a regular at the city 

outreach helping with 

whatever she could and 

even made the trip to 

Farmingdale once in a 

while to work in the     

warehouse.   

     It wasn’t long before 

Lucy and Debbie met and     

became friends.  Lucy gave 

Debbie a Bible and began 

sharing her testimony 

whenever they were      

together.  Little by little, 

there was a softening of 

Debbie’s heart as she  

continued to witness the 

little things that Lucy would 

say and do during her day 

that always included the 

Lord.  Lucy possesses that 

“childlike” faith that’s 

trusting and sincere. God 

was using Lucy’s life to 

speak to Debbie. 

     Although living in the 

city, Debbie would stay at 

Hope House in Selden  

often to work at the    

warehouse and fellowship 

with the team. Debbie’s 

life up until this point    

didn’t hold much promise 

for her and her  immediate 

health was a concern.  God 

was drawing her to Him 
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and she was  following right 

along.   

     One night, while on their 

way to drop Lucy off at 

home from an outreach, 

Debbie reached out and 

confessed that needed to 

receive Jesus as her Savior.  

Lucy lead Debbie in the  

sinner’s prayer right out in 

front of her house and in 

that moment, another soul 

was won for Christ! 

     Recently, Debbie was 

told that she has an        

aggressive form of cancer 

and is facing a rough road 

ahead.  Please join us as we 

faithfully lift her up in prayer 

during this time. 

     Meanwhile, Lucy’s gift of 

salvation continues to    

motivate her to give to    

others.  Her witness speaks 

volumes to many who have 

perhaps have turned a deaf 

ear.   It is a reminder to all 

of us that what we do truly 

speaks louder than what we 

say. 

      

 

 

“Dear children, 
let us not love 

with word or with 
tongue, but in 

deed and truth.”                   
1 John 3:18 

Debbie Totten @ Hope For The Future’s  

Christmas Party 2007 
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YOU CAN NOW  

DONATE ONLINE!  
            - NO CHECKS  

            - NO POSTAGE 

Click on the link for  

      financial support 

Click “make a donation” 

at the bottom of page 

IT’S FAST & EASY! 

You don’t have to be a member 

of PayPal to donate.    

* MINISTRY NEEDS * 

• Warehouse Laborers 

• Kitchen Helpers 

• Food Pick-up 

• Drivers  

• Musicians and worship leaders 

• Intercessors to pray for the  people, 
workers and ministry 

• Office Furniture 

• Donations are always welcomed in 
lieu of Volunteer time.     

                      -  Thank you 

Log onto 

www.hopeforthefuture.com 

6   4th Avenue 

Bayshore, NY 11706 

(631) 968-1828 

Curves smart equipment is   

coming soon... 

Contact owner Kim Barber  

for more information that could 

change your life! 

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING LOCAL CHRISTIAN OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESSES  



Marie Martinez “Lady of The Numbers” 

OUR MINISTRY RELIES ON CONTRIBUTIONS FROM PEOPLE LIKE YOU. 

PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN...IN JESUS NAME...THANK YOU! 

Enclosed, please find my contribution in the amount of: 

(please check one)   □   $25.00 □   $50.00 □   $75.00            □   $100.00           □  $_________ Other Amount 

   Name:_________________________________________________________ 

    

   Street Address:__________________________________________________ 

    

   City:_______________________________  State:___________  Zip:_____________ 

Mail to:  HOPE FOR THE FUTURE MINISTRIES     131 VERDI STREET, FARMINGDALE, NY 11735 
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     Imagine walking down the 

street with a friend and in the 

distance, seeing a great deal of    

people in line along the sidewalk.  

You first thoughts might be that 

something important was going 

on or a celebrity was out and 

about.  As you get closer, you  

notice that the folks on line look 

needy or homeless; many are 

seniors.  You ask someone in line 

why they are there and they tell 

you that there is food to be 

handed out.  You know that 

times are very tight and some 

groceries could really help so you 

get in line too. 

     Marie Martinez had never       

i m ag i n e d  t h a t  o n  th a t      

Wednesday afternoon, she would 

come face to face with the very 

heart of God. 

     She attended her local church 

from time to time and did what 

she could to care for her family.  

But there was something missing 

and Hope For The Future seemed 

to have it.                                               

 

     “At first, I wasn’t interested in 

the service”, Marie shared.  “Then 

after a while, I started to  enjoy it 

and would go to service every     

Wednesday”.   

     Before long, Marie asked if she 

could volunteer and started      

handing out numbers to everyone 

prior to the distribution of the food.   

The numbers are used to keep  

everyone on a first come-first serve 

basis.  Marie got so involved that 

she became known as the “Lady of 

the Numbers”.  Marie also records 

c l ients  names  and o ther             

information for HFTF’s reporting 

purposes.   

     Six years later, she takes 

care of the senior citizens when 

they come to the outreach and 

st i l l  records all  of the                

information.   

     “I never miss an outreach 

unless it’s an emergency!  I’ve 

learned so many things about 

God that I never knew  before.   If 

I miss a service, I’m out of sorts 

until the next one.  This is my 

church.” 

     A year ago, Marie’s husband 

Fruto suffered from three (3) 

strokes in a months time.  He 

was very ill and Hope For The  

Future’s team was there for her.  

“Everyone kept praying for me 

and my husband,” she said.  “I 

knew that God was with us and 

we are both so thankful for all of 

the love, prayers and support.”  

Today, Marie and Fruto are             

enjoying life together as      

grandparents and give God all of 

the praise and thanksgiving.  



A WORD FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

“And a man who had been lame from his mother's womb was being carried along, 
whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is called    

Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were entering the temple.”                      

                                                                 -   Acts 3:2 

     

     I could not imagine having to spend my entire life depending upon others to help 

me do almost everything to get through the day.  But the reality of many is just this;  

without the assistance of someone else, life would be impossible.   

     As many of you know, I recently underwent major back surgery that put me in this very position.  The    

recovery time has been long and all of my normal daily abilities were suddenly unavailable to me.  I found 

myself totally dependant upon others.  For example, I could not drive, go to work, get dressed, shower, cook 

or even obtain the simplest meal to eat.   

     During these past weeks, I’ve had a great deal of time to meditate on my own situation of helplessness 

and the lessons that God perhaps has been trying to teach me in my own life.   

     First, it’s not all about me.  Romans 8:28 tells us that “we know that in all things work together for the 

good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  The term “all things” in this     
scripture means just that…all things; everything - good and bad.  God allows things to happen sometimes to 

provide opportunities of service and growth for others.    I have been so blessed by the outpouring of love 

from the body of Christ these past weeks.  Prepared meals have been brought to me, my dog has been walked 

and cared for, I’ve been driven to my medical appointments and every day to day personal need has been 
met.  I’ve received many cards and letters of encouragement, beautiful flowers and gifts and most            

importantly, many have lifted me in prayer.  The Lord has moved many hearts to perform these many acts of 

service and love. 

     The second thing that the Lord revealed to me is the true meaning of patience, humility and complete      
reliance upon Him.  This is about me.  Sometimes we forget that we have a loving and devoted Father ready 

to provide for all of our needs if we would simply let Him.  We pray and cry out for His help but often move 

without Him.  Being in a state of helplessness brought me back to a place of “waiting”.  God has His own 

timetable and our lives exist for His purpose alone.   

     Friends:  be encouraged and know that He really is in control.  Whatever side of helplessness you find     

yourself on, the Lord will keep you in His care.  

 

 

Sincerely In His Service,  
 

Pastor Diane Dunne 

We’re on the Web! 

www.hopeforthefuture.com 
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“For I know  the plans 

that I have for 

you...plans to give you a 

hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 

Hope For The Future would like to    

recognize Capitol  Barter eXchange as 

one of our sponsors. 

 

Barter allows businesses to: 

Recapture lost  value, find hidden 

profits 

Generate new sales,  create higher 

volumes of business, and dominate 

the competition. 

Improve cash flow, conserve cash, 

and buy at deep discounts 

Tap an alternative form of financ-

ing 

Enjoy advantages of a managed 

business relationship 

Attract, keep and reward quality 

employees 

 

Barter allows business owners to: 

Find more time to enjoy  their 

success 

Enhance personal or family income 

Conserve cash 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."      

                                               -  2 Corinthians 12:9  (NIV) 


